
     
 
 
 
 

 
October 13, 2005 
 
TO:  IDEA Part B Authorized Representatives 
 
FROM:  Pat Reichert, Data Manager 
  Division of Special Education 
 
RE: Changes to the Upcoming December 1, 2005, Child Count  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As of this date, I have not received a finalized report from the U.S. Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), for the December 1, 2005, Child Count.  
However, there are changes and I believe it’s better to get those draft changes out to you even 
though there may be additional changes before December.  As you read through this memo and 
the enclosed documents, please keep in mind that all changes are still in draft format.  If there 
are any changes to the information in this memo or the documents enclosed when the final 
reports are released by OSEP, I will get those changes out to you as soon as I have them.  
 
Listed below are the DRAFT changes to the Child Count data collection for this year.  If a field is 
not listed, the field has not been changed. 
 

Limited English Proficient (LEP) Status - This is a new reporting requirement for Child 
Count.  You will now be required to report LEP status of all students with disabilities who 
are reported in Child Count.  In the Web application, this will be a check box; if the 
student is LEP, check the box, if not, skip over it.  

 
SSSeeettt ttt iiinnnggg   ooofff    SSSeeerrrvvviiiccceee   CCCooodddeeesss   ---    TTThhheeerrreee   hhhaaasss   bbbeeeeeennn   aaa   cccooommmpppllleeettteee   rrreeevvviiisssiiiooonnn   ooofff    ttthhheee   ssseeettt ttt iiinnnggg   ooofff    ssseeerrrvvviiiccceee   
cccooodddeeesss   tttooo   bbbeee   uuussseeeddd   iiinnn   ttthhheee   DDDeeeccceeemmmbbbeeerrr   111,,,    222000000555,,,    CCChhhiii lllddd   CCCooouuunnnttt    (((ssseeeeee   ssseeettt ttt iiinnnggg   ooofff    ssseeerrrvvviiiccceee   cccooodddeeesss   
aaannnddd   dddeeefff iiinnniii ttt iiiooonnnsss   dddooocccuuummmeeennnttt    eeennnccclllooossseeeddd)))...       CCCooodddeeesss   uuussseeeddd   fffooorrr   ssstttuuudddeeennntttsss   aaagggeeesss   666---222222   hhhaaavvveee   nnnooottt    
ccchhhaaannngggeeeddd   sssuuubbbssstttaaannnttt iiiaaalll lllyyy   ((( ttthhheee   dddeeefff iiinnniii ttt iiiooonnnsss   hhhaaavvveee   bbbeeeeeennn   rrreeewwwrrr iii ttt ttteeennn,,,    ssseeevvveeerrraaalll    cccooodddeeesss   hhhaaavvveee   bbbeeeeeennn   
cccooommmbbbiiinnneeeddd,,,    aaannnddd   tttwwwooo   cccooodddeeesss   fff rrrooommm   ttthhheee   pppaaasssttt    hhhaaavvveee   bbbeeeeeennn   rrreeeiiinnnsssttt iii tttuuuttteeeddd   ---    cccooodddeeesss   fffooorrr   cccooorrrrrreeecccttt iiiooonnnaaalll    
fffaaaccciii lll iii ttt iiieeesss   aaannnddd   fffooorrr   ppprrr iiivvvaaattteee///hhhooommmeee   sssccchhhoooooolllsss)))...    
   
TTThhheee   cccooodddeeesss   fffooorrr   ssstttuuudddeeennntttsss   aaagggeeesss   333---555   hhhaaavvveee   ccchhhaaannngggeeeddd   sssuuubbbssstttaaannnttt iiiaaalll lllyyy...       TTThhheee   eeeaaarrr lllyyy   ccchhhiii llldddhhhooooooddd   
ssseeettt ttt iiinnnggg   cccooodddeeesss   (((333   ooofff    ttthhheee   888   cccooodddeeesss   ttthhhaaattt    aaarrreee   aaavvvaaaiii lllaaabbbllleee   fffooorrr   ssstttuuudddeeennntttsss   aaagggeeesss   333---555)))   uuussseee   pppeeerrrccceeennntttaaagggeee   
ooofff    ttt iiimmmeee   ssspppeeennnttt    iiinnn   aaa   rrreeeggguuulllaaarrr   eeeaaarrr lllyyy   ccchhhiii llldddhhhooooooddd   ppprrrooogggrrraaammm   tttooo   dddeeettteeerrrmmmiiinnneee   wwwhhhiiiccchhh   cccooodddeee   tttooo   uuussseee   (((ssseeeeee   
cccooodddeee   dddeeefff iiinnniii ttt iiiooonnnsss   aaannnddd   hhhooowww   tttooo   cccaaalllcccuuulllaaattteee   pppeeerrrccceeennntttaaagggeee   ooofff    ttt iiimmmeee   iiinnn   ttthhheee   eeennnccclllooossseeeddd   dddooocccuuummmeeennnttt))) ...       
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IMPORT SPECIFICATIONS:  Enclosed is a document with Import Specifications for those school 
districts and cooperatives that will be importing their Child Count data.    If  you are importing, 
PLEASE MAKE SURE THESE SPECIFICATIONS ARE PASSED ON TO THE INDIVIDUALS IN 
YOUR AGENCY WHO WILL MAKE THE IMPORT CHANGES.  

November 1, 2005 
 
Please note that the draft setting of service 
codes referred to in this memo will not be used 
for the December 1, 2005, Child Count.  Please 
refer to the Follow-up memo of November 1 for 
updated information on Setting of Service 
Codes.
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"It is the mission of the Office of Public Instruction to improve teaching and learning through communication, 
collaboration, advocacy, and accountability to those we serve." 

BBBeeecccaaauuussseee   ooofff    ttthhheeessseee   ccchhhaaannngggeeesss   tttooo   ssseeettt ttt iiinnnggg   ooofff    ssseeerrrvvviiiccceee   cccooodddeeesss,,,    ttthhheee   ssseeettt ttt iiinnnggg   ooofff    ssseeerrrvvviiiccceee   fff iiieeelllddd   wwwiii lll lll    bbbeee   
bbblllaaannnkkk   iiinnn   ttthhheee   WWWeeebbb   aaapppppplll iiicccaaattt iiiooonnn   (((aaannnddd   aaalllsssooo   ooonnn   ttthhheee   pppaaapppeeerrr   rrreeepppooorrrtttsss   yyyooouuu   ppprrr iiinnnttt    ooouuuttt)))   aaannnddd   wwwiii lll lll    
rrreeeqqquuuiii rrreee   ttthhhaaattt    aaa   ssseeettt ttt iiinnnggg   ooofff    ssseeerrrvvviiiccceee   cccooodddeee   bbbeee   eeennnttteeerrreeeddd   fffooorrr   eeeaaaccchhh   ssstttuuudddeeennnttt    ttthhhaaattt    iiisss   lll iiisssttteeeddd   ooonnn   ttthhheee   
dddaaatttaaa   eeennntttrrryyy   ssscccrrreeeeeennn   (((ooorrr   pppaaapppeeerrr   rrreeepppooorrrttt ))) ...       PPPllleeeaaassseee   rrreeeaaaddd   ttthhheee   ssseeettt ttt iiinnnggg   ooofff    ssseeerrrvvviiiccceee   cccooodddeee   dddeeefff iiinnniii ttt iiiooonnnsss   
cccaaarrreeefffuuulll lllyyy...       AAAlll lll    ssstttuuudddeeennntttsss   rrreeepppooorrrttteeeddd   uuunnndddeeerrr   CCChhhiii lllddd   CCCooouuunnnttt    ttthhhiiisss   yyyeeeaaarrr   mmmuuusssttt    bbbeee   rrreeepppooorrrttteeeddd   uuunnndddeeerrr   
ttthhheeessseee   nnneeewww   cccooodddeeesss...       III    aaapppooolllooogggiiizzzeee   fffooorrr   ttthhheee   ssshhhooorrrttt    nnnooottt iiiccceee   ooonnn   ttthhheeessseee   nnneeewww   cccooodddeeesss   aaannnddd   rrreeeaaalll iiizzzeee   ttthhhaaattt    
ttthhheee   cccooodddeeesss   fffooorrr   aaagggeeesss   333---555   wwwiii lll lll    bbbeee   dddiii fff fff iiicccuuulll ttt    tttooo   dddeeettteeerrrmmmiiinnneee...       HHHooowwweeevvveeerrr ,,,    pppllleeeaaassseee   dddooo   ttthhheee   bbbeeesssttt    yyyooouuu   
cccaaannn   tttooo   rrreeepppooorrrttt    aaaccccccuuurrraaattteee   ppplllaaaccceeemmmeeennntttsss   fffooorrr   ttthhheeessseee   ssstttuuudddeeennntttsss...          

 
Disability Code of CW (Child with Disabilities) – The disability code CW (child with 
disabilities) is in the process of being replaced with the disability code DD 
(developmental delay).  Changes to Administrative Rule 10.16.3010 (Criteria for 
Identification of a Child with Disabilities Ages 3-5) will go into effect on October 28, 2005. 
The rule uses the term “Developmental Delay” (DD) instead of “Child with Disabilities” for 
students ages 3-5 (see enclosed notice of rule change).  For reporting purposes, any 
student who is 5 years of age or younger on December 1, 2005, and has been identified 
as CW by the Child Study Team, will still be reported on Child Count as CW, and may 
continue to be reported as CW until the student either turns age 6 or a new Child Study 
Team identifies the student under another disability code.  Any preschool child aged 3-5 
who is newly identified after October 28, the effective date of the rule change must be 
reported as DD. 
 
Transition Service Codes  -  Transition services information is no longer being collected 
in Child Count.  In order to satisfy federal reporting requirements, some of the required 
data will be collected through the OPI compliance monitoring process.  In addition, there 
are some post-school outcomes data requirements that will be collected through a 
different data collection process.  This data will not be a part of our system until school 
year 2006-2007.  We will keep you informed as this data collection develops.  

 
As in the past, you will be notified when data can be accessed through the Special Education 
Data Collection Web application for the December Child Count.  We anticipate that the 
application will open for data entry on December 1, 2005.   
 
Please let me know if you have questions. 
 
Phone:  444-4430 
e-mail:  preichert@mt.gov 
 
cc:  Project Directors 
 
Enclosures 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


